MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

other creators with Allah. He rejects the tradition of abu-
Mas'ud, that he is happy who is happy in his mother's womb,
and he is unhappy who> is unhappy in his mother's womb.,
only because this differs from the view of the Kadariyah
who assert that neither happiness nor misery come from the
decree o-f Allah or through his predestination. Al-Nazzam's
denial of the " splitting of the moon " is due to his unwill-
ingness to ascribe any miracle to our Prophet, just as he de-
nies any miracle in connection with the composition of the
Koran. If he considers the " splitting of the moon " im-
possible, although it is mentioned by Allah in the Koran,
then, according to what he says of the processes of the mind,
he is forced to conclude that he who combined the parts of
the moon is unable to separate them. If, however, he ac-
cepted the "splitting of the moon5' as lying within the range
of ability and possibility, then what is it that made him
accuse abu-Mas'fid of being a liar, in his report of the "split-
ting of the moon," although Allah mentioned it in the
Koran: " The hour hath approached and the Moon hath
been cleft; But whenever they see a miracle they turn aside
and say, ' This is well-devised magic ' " (Surah 54, v. i and
2). Al-Nazzam's assertion that the "splitting of the moon"
never took place, is worse than the view of the polytheists
who hold that even when they saw it splitting, it took place
by magic. He who- denies the existence of prophetic mir-
acles is worse than he who attempts to explain them in some
other way. As to his denial of vision to the Jinn, he must
verily conclude that the Jinn cannot see each other. If, how-
ever, he accepts their ability to see, why does he say that
abti-Mas'ud is lying when he claims that they can see. Ac-
cording to all this, al-Nazzam in addition to what we have
reported of his error was the most corrupt of the creations
of Allah, the boldest in committing major sins, and the most
136 addicted to drinking spirits. 'Abdallah ibn-Muslim-ibn-
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